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For Release 10 a.m. PDT 

Sept. 10, 2008 

Experience Untethered, Uninterrupted Gameplay With Microsoft’s New 

SideWinder X8 Mouse 
First wireless SideWinder mouse features Microsoft BlueTrack Technology for the best speeds 

and feeds available. 

REDMOND, Wash.  Sept. 10, 2008  Microsoft Corp. today unleashed the 

SideWinder X8 Mouse, offering wireless freedom with wired performance with a 2.4GHz 

wireless connection that is built for lag-free play. The latest SideWinder mouse features an 

innovative play-and-charge system to ensure a nonstop gaming experience — up to 30 hours of 

active gaming on a single charge — with no need to stop the game to change batteries. The 

SideWinder X8 Mouse is a top performer thanks to Microsoft’s new, proprietary BlueTrack 

Technology that gives this mouse the best frame rate, speed and acceleration on the market and a 

tracking range from 250 to 4,000 dots per inch (dpi). 

“When conducting our research, we found room for improving on the wireless experience 

for gamers, especially as it related to perceived delay or lag time of response. The SideWinder 

X8 Mouse will put those wireless gaming mouse fears to rest,” said Bill Jukes, product 

marketing manager for Microsoft Hardware. “We designed this mouse to perform to the highest 

gaming standards — with near-zero latency, uninterrupted gameplay and the world’s most 

advanced tracking with BlueTrack Technology.” 
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Innovation for Gaming Performance 

The SideWinder X8 Mouse is a top-performing wireless gaming mouse, with a 

combination of BlueTrack Technology tracking that provides the best speeds and feeds available, 

2.4GHz wireless technology built for lag-free play, and an easy recharging system that keeps 

gamers in action. 

 BlueTrack Technology. The world’s most advanced tracking offers next-generation 

tracking technology for gaming with image processing of 13,000 frames per second, 

75g maximum acceleration and 120 inches per second maximum speed. 

 2.4GHz wireless. The device is built for lag-free play with virtually no latency. 

 Play and charge. Get up to 30 hours of active gaming on a single charge, or use the 

play-and-charge cable for nonstop action. The winding cord management system 

offers easy charging — simply unwrap the cord from around the storage box and snap 

it onto the underside of the mouse. 

Designed for Gaming 

Comfort continues to be one of the main needs of PC gamers, and the SideWinder X8 

Mouse features a unique, comfortable design that gamers will appreciate for extended sessions of 

play. Features include the following: 

 Scroll wheel with tilt. The mouse has better feel and response with detents for 

precise control. 

 Engineered for speed. The shape was designed for quick, balanced and precise 

gaming actions. 

 Vertical side buttons. The top and bottom design makes locating side buttons easier 

and reduces unintentional activation. 

The X8 also offers smart features to enhance the gaming experience, including an LCD 

screen on the mouse to quickly view dpi settings and macro-recording icons, and a Quick Launch 

button that provides one-touch access to Microsoft’s PC gaming features.
1
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Custom Tuning 

Gamers also like to customize their gaming mouse to fit their needs, which is why the 

SideWinder X8 Mouse offers the following adjustable features: 

 DPI switching. Instantly switch sensitivity among high, medium and low with one 

click, ranging from 250 to 4,000 dpi. 

 Replaceable mouse feet. Choose from three materials for glide preference. 

 Seven programmable buttons. Customize five programmable main buttons, plus left 

and right tilt. 

 Macro record button. Easily record macros while in game with the dedicated button. 

Pricing and Availability 

The SideWinder X8 Mouse will be widely available in February 2009 for an estimated 

retail price of $99.95 (U.S.).
2
 The mouse is available now for pre-sale on Amazon.com and will 

ship in February when it is released. The SideWinder X8 Mouse will be backed by a worldwide 

three-year limited hardware warranty from Microsoft Corp. More information about this and 

other Microsoft Hardware products can be found at http://www.microsoft.com/hardware. 

About Microsoft Hardware 

For more than 25 years, the Hardware Group has employed innovative engineering, 

cutting-edge industrial design and extensive usability testing to create products of exceptional 

quality and durability that enhance the software experience and strengthen the connection 

between consumers and their PC. Microsoft Hardware leads the industry in ergonomic 

engineering, industrial design and hardware/software compatibility, offering consumers an 

easier, more convenient and more enjoyable computing experience. Microsoft IntelliMouse 

Explorer, which launched in 1999, earned a place on PCWorld.com’s December 2005 list of 

“The 50 Greatest Gadgets of the Past 50 Years” as the first mainstream optical mouse that 

http://www.microsoft.com/hardware
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“brought gunk-free pointing devices” to a broad consumer base. More information about the 

Hardware Group is available at http://www.mshardwareguide.com. 

About Microsoft 

Founded in 1975, Microsoft (Nasdaq “MSFT”) is the worldwide leader in software, 

services and solutions that help people and businesses realize their full potential. 

######### 

1 
The Quick Launch button will open IntelliType keyboard or IntelliPoint mouse software when using Windows XP. 

2 
Actual retail prices may vary. 

 

For more information, press only: 

Brittany Turner, Edelman, (206) 223-1606, brittany.turner@edelman.com 

Kerry Rickert, Edelman, (206) 223-1606, kerry.rickert@edelman.com 

 

Note to editors: If you are interested in viewing additional information on Microsoft, please visit 

the Microsoft Web page at http://www.microsoft.com/presspass on Microsoft’s corporate 

information pages. Web links, telephone numbers and titles were correct at time of publication, 

but may since have changed. For additional assistance, journalists and analysts may contact 

Microsoft’s Rapid Response Team or other appropriate contacts listed at 

http://www.microsoft.com/presspass/contactpr.mspx. 
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